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In this Issue
By Chris Papa
December 4 th he members of the Chorus of
Afterglow ........... 2 | the Atlantic would never consider
the adjective retiring to be ever
Calendar ................. 3 | mentioned in the same breath with
Tom DeBruin’s name. Yet here
Let's Meet was a story in the inThe Link

News first edition of 2012, which
talked all about his retiring, the
. verb, of course! The headline, on
Holiday Leftovers ..5 page 5, read, “Councilman

Thomas DeBruin passes the

C.J. McCann........ 4

The Songs torch”. Obviously this was a rip-off

We Sing ........... 6 | of Charlie Rein’s article on page

2 of last July’s issue of the Atlantic

Idle Chatter ............ 7 | Gazette with the headline,
“Passing the Baton”.

Limerick Laughs ...8 The Link News article was,

in fact, a laudatory summary of the
six years that “Thomas” had
served as Councilman in the West
L Long Branch Borough govern-
Editorial ................. 9| ment. It praised his hard work for
: the Finance Department and singled out his
efforts which successfully brought the West
Long Branch Library into the greater Mon-
mouth County Library, a move which saved
the citizens an estimated half million dollars.
In addition to the praise heaped on
Tom in the article, there is also a statement
from the Mayor of West Long Branch on the
Borough's website acclaiming Tom’s ac-
complishments and thanking him for his
service. (http://www.westlongbranch.org/)
 The accompanying photo (see above),
courtesy of The Link News, shows Tom
getting the kind of thanks we all might like
to receive, which, I'll bet, he appreciates
more than words. J

From the Board ..... 8




For the very first time during the decade in which | have been editor of our
newsletter, we actually have two chorus members submitting stories on the same
event. This unique occurrence is too good to pass up.

fter our Annual Christ-
mas show in the Ocean
Twp High School, a
group of the boys de-
cided to have an im-
promptu afterglow and
agreed to go to
Zachary’s on Oceanport
Ave in West Long
Branch. Following a cou-
ple of phone calls by our
recently retired chorus
director Tom DeBruin to
warn the chef of our com-
ing, several chorus mem-
bers, their wives and
friends, totaling about 30
in all, invaded the restaurant. Among the group
was the surprise appearance of our former
member, George Hoffman. George and Lucille
came up from Delaware just to see our show.
George is now singing in the Mainliners Compet-
ing-Chorus of the Bryn Mawr Chapter of Malvern
Pa..

The owner of the restaurant set aside the
north room for us, which had recently been
renovated, and we made ourselves to home.
The set up was to everyone’s liking. We were
on our own for ordering; anything from a small
appetizer, to a salad or a full course meal. After
ordering, and while waiting to be served, the
natives became restless and, of course, they
had to sing. Some even went into the bar area to
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watch the Giants on the big screen. We were all
happy campers. When the meals came out, we
dined, after which it was time for some more
entertainment. One person would start a song
and before long the restaurant was filled with
that good old barbershop sound. After a few
oldies, the comedy team of “Mike & Tony” gave
a repeat performance for those who might have
missed the routine during the show. A couple of
pick up quartets entertained us and we closed
the affair with a tribute to our waitress, Amanda,
by singing, “Honey, Honey”. A great show, an
enjoyable afterglow, and a good time was had by
all.3

fter breaking down, packing up and
loading all supplies from the show, the
evening was just starting. Arriving at
Zachary’'s Restaurant, it was a delightful
feeling to see chorus members with fam-
ily gathered in a room which had a beau-
tiful cozy stone fireplace, which provided
a nice atmosphere for our Christmas
theme. After meal orders were taken,
harmony filled the room as Tom directed
the group in "Rudolph the Red Nosed

Story continues on page 3
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continued from page 2

Reindeer”. Immediately patrons came
to listen, tape video and snap photos,
while displaying HUGE smiles. The
entire staff, both young men and wom-
en, really worked hard that evening
placing orders and beverages served.
I'm sure all who attended were blessed
with a fine dining experience. After we
all had our bellies filled, thanks to the
fine chefs, the entertainment started,
with Mike and Tom performing their
"Who's On Tenor?" (Side splitting com-
edy! Great job guys! )The entire group
then sang: “Have Yourself A Merry
Little Christmas”, “Under The Boardwalk,” :White Christmas” and many more. A quartet performed a
flawless rendition of "Don't Blame Me." , which sounded very much like The Boston Common . At the
very end of the evening, a couple in another part of the restaurant requested a song. Tom pulled
together an octet to perform "In the Still of
the Night." The couple was thrilled. 1
asked the waitress to take a photo so you
all can see that | was included in the
singing group. Afterwards, chorus busi-
ness cards were distributed and our Sing-
ing Valentine program was boosted.
My best wishes for a Merry Christ-
mas to the entire Chorus of the Atlantic
and chapters throughout this great

society.Jd
February March
2 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m. 1- Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m.
7 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m. 6 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
9 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m. 8 — Matinee ldles, Regal Pointe, Middletown,
11 — 14 — Chorus, Singing Valentines 1:30 p.m., uniform Irish
16 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m. 13 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
20 — Board of Directors Meeting, 15 — Matinee Idles , St. Catherine’s Elem.
Host — Jon Greene School, Spring Lake, 7:00 p.m.,
21 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m. uniform all white
23 — Matinee ldles, Wedgewood Gardens, 19 — Board of Directors Meeting
Freehold, 2:00 p.m., uniform R/W/B Host — Bruce Hanson
28 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m. 20 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.

27 — Chorus meeting, 7:30 p.m.
29 — Matinee Idles, rehearsal, 1:00 p.m.
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Charlie (C.J.) McCann

‘m a real Jersey guy, born in
Newark, | grew up in Fairfield,
and later in Sussex County,
where | graduated from High
Point Regional High School in
1977. Then, it was immedi-
ately off to work, repairing and
upgrading cooling towers in
the Tri-State Region. | be-
came a member of the Car-
penters Union and my work
zone expanded to include
many states in the South. In
1985, I transferred my skills to
working for various Dept. of
Defense entities in New Jer-
sey, which | am still doing.
My wife, also a Jersey
girl, was born and raised in
Port Monmouth and now
works as a communications operator for Middle-
town Township. We both met through her
brother who had married my cousin. He sug-
gested that Laurie and | go out for dinner and be
properly introduced. In October 1st, 1994 we
married and | can truly say we are best friends,
soul mates, lifetime companions. Laurie
also loves barbershop.
| joined S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. back in August
of 1985 as a member of The Sussex County,
Highpoint Harmonizers. Just two short months
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after signing-up, we
headed for Ocean City
Maryland for the District
Contest in October. The fol-
lowing year | had the oppor-
tunity to sing for the first
time (as tenor) in a regis-
tered quartet in Division
Contest with Jersey Ex-
press. Held in the Asbury
Park Paramount Theater
Convention Hall, it was an
excellent learning experi-
ence. To qualify to sing with
the quartet | actually held
dual membership with the
Troy Hills-Parsippany
chapter. That was truly very
difficult at the time, being a
newbie to barbershop,
learning two songs for each chorus, and two
songs for the quartet contest. The most difficult
part was the be at the photo shoot which imme-
diately followed after performance of one chorus,
then run and change, warm-up and perform in
the other and be at another photo shoot. Ex-
hausting as it was, it was a great experience.

I've sung in many chapter quartets for
annual shows and was also blessed to be a
member of a comedy octet called, The Wild
Western Rascals. This group had many paid
performances and annual shows, including one
with the Kaatskills, Sweet Adelines, which in-
cluded us in their annual show entertainment.
What a great time mixing harmony with both
male / female voices!.

In 1990, | sang lead with the Fourcast
quartet (see photo at left) which took first place
in the novice contest at District. We, too, had
numerous paid events and many community
performances. It made for great quartet memo-
ries, still cherished today.

THANK YOU for your open-arms wel-
come with sincere heartfelt acceptance, brother-
hood, friendship and support; and special thanks
to my beautiful bride, for her encouragement,
enthusiasm and love. You surely know music is
my life! J
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“Powder Your Face With Sunshine”

By Chris Papa

he recently memorialized Joe Della Badia
would be happy to know that his arrangement of
this old chorus favorite, half
of a medley with “Let a Smile
Be Your Umbrella”, is being
currently performed once
again by the Matinee Idles.
The original composer of the
song was a well known enter-
tainer, Carmen Lombardo,
the youngest brother of fa-
mous bandleader Guy Lom-
bardo. Their “Royal
Canadians” ensemble played
for many years at New York
City’'s Roosevelt Hotel and
the Waldorf Astoria right
through the big band era.
They were particularly well known for their New
Years Eve performances which were broadcast
annually from 1929 — 1976. Carmen was the
regular vocalist who also managed to find the
time to compose songs which found favor with
the public. Among his most notable composi-
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tions were “Seems Like Old Times”, “BooHoo
(Youv’'e Got Me Cryin’ For You) and “Coquette”
“Powder Your Face With
Sunshine,” was written with the
collaboration of Stanley Rochinski
in 1948. The latter penned the
lyrics while he was in a hospital
recovering from spinal injuries
suffered in World War IlI. Little
else is known except that he was
born in Scranton, PA in 1900 and
died in 1974.
The two biggest hit versions
of the song were those of Evelyn
Knight, which was number one in
disc sales from December 1948
through the next 17 weeks. The
Sammy Kaye Orchestra version
also hit number one on the charts in December
1949 and stayed there for the next 14 weeks..It
was quite a remarkable run for the song. Though
not the popular sellers, Dean Martin and Doris
Day and Buddy Clark also recorded the number
during that time.J3
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ack in August of 2011, | received
a phone call from George Shea; a
member of both the Chorus of the
Atlantic and the Matinee Idles. He
told me that the Idles were looking

for a director since Ray Volz
was retiring from that posi-
tion after twenty or so years.
George remembered me
from when he sang with the
Ecumenical Barbershop
Choir under my direction
and, also, singing with the
Westfield and Rahway Val-
ley choruses.

Since  overcoming
some health issues over the
years and retiring
(somewhat—working  part
time in retail now), my
schedule is not as over-
whelming, and since | have
sung previously with the
Red Bank chorus for several
years under Tom DeBruin,
| decided to accept the offer
to direct the Matinee Idles.

What a delight work-

ing with such seasoned singers, with experience
in barbershopping from five to fifty six years!
Similarly, the cooperation from Ray and Phil
Wilderotter has greatly assisted my transition.

$ n

By John Huetz

A typical rehearsal starts with basic musi-
cal craft, warm-ups, some polecats and then
learning a new song such as “Yes Sir That's My
Baby.” Two more new songs are down the road-
--“Everybody Wants to Go to Heaven” and “He’s

Got the Whole World in His
Hands”... Naturally, coffee
and refreshments are served
at the end of rehearsal.

Many thanks and apprecia-
tion, and | speak for all the
Idles, must be given to Betty
and Phil for the use of their
home week after week for
rehearsals... While some
changes have been made,
the men have adapted like
real troupers. Rehearsal time
has been reduced by thirty
minutes, and everyone has a
pencil for my notations.
Proper singing position is em-
phasized, and water is pro-
vided for good hydration.

The year is already filled
with twelve performances
scheduled, with more to
come. There are several

“Irish” performances in March, including one with
an audience of more than one hundred people.

| look forward to an exciting and eventful
season! J
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Spouses’ Birthdays

Maureen Boyle
Sharon Roman

Members’ Birthdays
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Artie Cortese
Chris Papa
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Anniversaries
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Maureen & Dick Boyle
Jacque & Allan Dean
Sharon & Bob Roman
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At calendar look, and, oh, dear!
2012 is, in fact, a leap year,
And this four-year quirk,

Means we all must work,

An additional day, | fear.

This sure is another leap year
With presidential election near.
Let's sing just the same,
While all the pols claim,
That for each we should put up a cheer.

February winds are cold and sting,
But, we at rehearsals must sing,

For us there’s no rest,

Our goal, the contest,

And striving to make our chords ring.

Day two this month is Groundhog Day
If it's raining we'll shout "hooray"

If he sees his shadow

Phil goes back below

And spring is still six weeks away.

% n
Excerpts from the Minutes of the
January 16, 2012 Meeting

Present: Andy Ferreira, Jon Greene, Bruce Hansin, Frank Ni  emann,
Armando Orsini, Mike Silverstein, Ed Smith, Jim Wey  thman.

Absent: Jim Hawthorne
The Chapter has 52 members in good standing.

Andy Ferreira distributed copies of the Chapter's Mission Statement, asked Board members to
review same and to come to next month’s meeting prepared to answer the question: “Are there areas
we can do better than we have been?”

Andy will replace our current voice mail system with a lower cost more efficient system.

At December 31, 2011, the balance of the Operating Fund was $23,515, an increase of $223 from
the balance at December 31, 2010. The Social Fund balance at December 31, 2011 was $1,949.

At the 12/19/2011 meeting, the Board approved the 2012 Budget as follows: [1] Income $18,000. [2]
Expenses $21,600, [3] Deficit $3,600. Continued on page 9
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% " continued from page 8

Mike Silverstein indicated that he would lay out a detailed plan of items required for a successful
guest night. This plan will include sending a letter to all people on our mailing list. In addition, there
will have to be several committees set up to distribute music folders, informational material concerning
the Chorus, contact names, and a frequently asked list for potential members and “buddies” assigned
plus an emcee for the evening.

The Spring Show will be held on Saturday, 4/21/2012. Showtime is 3:00pm.

The Rec Center has been reserved for the afterglow. We will need to set-up in the morning because
the auditorium is unavailable Friday night. Dave Murch is looking into the availability of h is church on
Friday night for rehearsal.

Bruce Hanson reported that we would like to have Marty Israel return to do some coaching. Adam
Porter has also volunteered to provide coaching. We are also looking for someone who can help us
with presentation skills.

Jim Weythman will procure reasonably priced portable printers for the singing valentine program
ASAP.

Andy Ferreira asked Jon Greene to coordinate arranging of singing at Monmouth and Freehold
Malls. He also asked Frank Niemann to investigate the Harmony Society package for radio promotion.

Editorial

by Chris Papa

he following headline caught my eye while | was perusing the daily onslaught of the

latest advances on the internet’'s Medscape.

“Music Lowers Anxiety and Boosts Mood in Cancer Patients”
The article, in fact, dealt with much more than cancer patients and documented over thirty studies which
had investigated the beneficial effect that music exerts on the perception of health, well being and
happiness of people afflicted with a wide variety of ailments. It was comforting to see that so many
scientific experts had invested so much time, energy and money in coming to the same conclusion that
the members of our chorus had already intuited.

We all sure work hard and mostly enjoy the efforts required to produce the distinctive harmony
which is recognized as the barbershop style. It all goes to make results which help the singers feel
jubilant! Whether it is the projection of our inner happiness, along with the inherent great musical sounds
themselves, the effects are easily observable to even the most disinterested grouch. Our songs make
people smile and feel good!

As for helping sick people, just ask any Matinee Idle about the results of the small chorus’ many
visits to nursing homes which have elderly patients and residents with a variety of serious medical
conditions. The somber scene of dozing seniors, many in wheel chairs with blank looks of despair, is a
daunting challenge to the singers. They, however, know and appreciate what will happen the moment
the chorus bursts into song. It is as if the audience has been reborn. They pop their eyes open, sit up in
the chairs and focus on the performers. They start tapping their feet and look bright and alert, some start
mouthing the words to the songs, and others actually join in, vocalizing as they might. The effect, of
course, is reciprocally appreciated by the small band of singers, who, having seen these quick, happy
results, are further stimulated to produce their very best.

If we can all keep these simple observations in mind, | think there will be a great deal less coaxing
from our director about the need to constantly maintain a happy face during performances. You'll realize
that what you're doing is manufacturing joy and it will bring out the natural happy response from you.

| have an idea that the celestial heavenly choir sings in barbershop harmony! J
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