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Review of performances cont. — Quartets

On August 13, 2008, the Random Choice
Quartet (RC) did an outdoor performance at a picnic
being held for residents of the Riverview Jewish Home
on Browns Hill, Pittsburgh. Members on this day were
Bill Amos, Jay Garber, Gordon Knapp and Tom
Koch. This was a one and one-half hour performance
that was a combination of "on stage” and “walk about.”

One week later, RC (same four guys) returned
to Browns Hill and performed at the Charles Morris
Jewish Home, which is directly opposite the Riverview
Home. Five years ago we sang there and sang "My
Wild Yiddish Rose” to 95 year old Rose Platt. Well,
Rose is still there and at 100 years old is doing very
well. The following photo is RC along with Rose after
we sang “Rose, Rose, Bless Your Heart.” We told her
we would be back in another five years to sing to her.

On Sept. 13, MC (Bill Amos, Jay Garber, Tom
Koch and Jim McCarthy) traveled out to the Clover
Leaf West Village to sing at their annual picnic. Since
Joe DeFilppo and Jim Shields are residents there
and were present during the performance, we had
them come up and join us in the closing selections of
Irish Blessing and God Bless America.

On Sept. 27" and 28", RC, with Amos, Garber,
Koch and McCarthy, provided strolling entertainment
for two hours each day at the Mt. Pleasant Glass &
Ethnic Festival. They seemed to enjoy having a
strolling barbershop quartet and booked us for next
year's festival. This is a very “tempting” festival as
there are many ﬂreat food booths.

Oct. 10", RC (Amos, Garber, Koch and Joe
Veltre) once again provided strolling entertainment
(free) at the 6" Annual Senior Wellness & Safety Expo
at CCAC, Boyce Campus. This expo is sponsored by
State Senator Sean Logan. You'll recall that Senator
Logan was instrumental in obtaining a grant for our
chapter a few short years ago.
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On the way home from the “Wellness Expo,"
RC stopped in at the North American Martyrs School
and did a short Happy Birthday performance for the
school principal, Mr. Jim Churilla. Gary Corpora
replaced Bill Amos at tenor for this surprise
performance.

On Sept. 24", a quintet of Bill Amos, Fred
Dean, Fred Donofrio, Tom Koch and Jim McCArthy
went to St. Margaret's Hospital and sang to Pastor Bob
Matthews of the Starford Methodist Church, Starford,
PA. The connection here is Bill Amos who has a cabin
in that area. Pastor Bob is battling serious cancer.

At chapter meeting on Sept. 30", our mixed
chapter quartet, The Melodaires did a “swan song"
performance as their lead, Frank Pagliarulo, is
moving to Florida to live in The Villages. This quartet
consists of Gary Corpora & Bob Parker, Greater
Pittsburgh, and Frank Pagliarulo & Ralph Rock who
are in Pittsburgh Metro, but are both previous Greater
Pittsburgh members.

In the photo below, we see the Melodaires (left
to right), Gary, Frank, Ralph and Bob doing their final
performance. Since Frank is moving close to Disney
World, they donned mouse ears and did a few Disney
songs.

co N

Frank, who is a past-president of Greater
Pittsburgh Chapter and sang with the Three Rivers
Chorus for quite a while, reminisced about his time
here in Pittsburgh. This lead to a general conversation
about the two chapters who have always remained
close and are separate mainly due to varying
objectives of the chapter members. Frank is already
lined up to join a BHS chapter and large chorus in
Florida. We wish you well, Frank... keep in touch.
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Greater Pittsburgh Chapter
Board Meeting Highlights

July 16, 2008:

Members Present: Gary Corpora, Skip Gillis, Bob
Cavanaugh, Bob Parker, Rich Finch, Ralph Ostlund,
Fred Donofrio, Bill McVeagh

Chapter Development — Bob Parker wants to establish
“Chapter Development Teams® to evaluate new
members.

Music & Performance — Skip Gillis proposed a “brain-
storming” meeting with the Music Committee (Gillis,
Knapp, Koch, Veltre) to determine new music.

Show Committee — Bob Parker presented the annual
show report and John Kirwan reported on ticket sales
and other info. from the May '08 show.

Old Business — Rich Finch reported that he had
contacted Ange Glorioso’s brother to see if he had
found Ange's uniform. His brother couldn't find it.
Case closed.

New Business — Dick Hammer asked about purchasing
new yellow chorus shirts. This was tabled until the
membership can be polled. Ralph Ostlund asked
about the plans for the August picnic. They were not
yet finalized except for the location (Monroeville Park).

September 17, 2008:

Members Present: Gary Corpora, Tom Koch, Bob
Parker, Rich Finch, Ralph Ostlund, Tom Steimer, Bill
McVeagh.

Chapter Development — Bob Parker reported that he
thought a new member was coming [he never came]
and suggested that we appoint someone to call
members unable to attend due to illness. Bob also

suggested that we advertise for new recruitment as

barbershop choruses seem to be dying in Pittsburgh.
Ralph Ostlund suggested that Phone Tree Captains
contact members who have not been in attendance for
awhile.

Show Committee — Tom Koch reported that next years
show will have Bill Amos and Gordon Knapp as co-
chairmen for directing the show.

Music Committee — We will continue to use Guy Russo
for coaching the chorus.

New business — President Gary Corpora initiated a
discussion on the possibility of a merger with the Metro
Chapter. This was followed by a long discussion with
no decisions made except that we may possibly carry it
further by inviting discussion with Metro.
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October 15, 2008:

Members Present: Gary Corpora, Joe DeFilippo, Ken
Moelk, Skip Gillis, Bob Cavanaugh, Bob Parker, Rich
Finch, Ralph Ostlund, Tom Steimer, Bill McVeagh

Treasurer's Report — Ken Moelk reported that we are
on budget, in good shape and have not yet collected
for the past two sing-outs.

Chapter Development — Bob Parker gave out
brochures pertaining to recruitment of new members.
Bill McVeagh commented that special effort should be
made to recruit more African-American members.

October 14, 2008 elections; 2009 slate of officers:
President — Joe Veltre, VP Chapter Development — Bill
McVeagh, VP Music & Performance — Joe DeFilippo,
VP Program — Bob Parker, VP Marketing & Public
Relations — Tom Koch, Immediate Past President —
Gary Corpora, Secretary — Rich Finch, Treasurer —
Ken Moelk, Board Members — Fred Donofrio, Ralph
Ostlund, Dick Hammer, Skip Gillis, Tom Steimer, Tim
Wilson.

Show Committee — The song, “My Mother's Eyes” was
discussed as a possible drop from the show. Bob
Parker discussed the first and second halves of the
show.

Old Business — Gary Corpora again mentioned and
discussed the possibility of merger with Metro.
Another vigorous discussion followed. No decisions
were made and further discussion was tabled until the
2009 officers take over.

New Business — Rich Finch requested a new case for
our files as old one is falling apart. Purchase was
approved by the board. A motion was made and
approved by the board to eliminate reserved seats at
the annual show (because no seat numbers are on the
tickets). The annual Christmas party will be at
Churchill Country Club on Dec. 12, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.
{cost yet to be determined).

A Recommended Read:

This is directed specifically at those of you who are “on
line" with your computers.

In September, The Saturday Evening Post had an
article titled, Barbershop - In Perfect Harmony,
though more than a century old, four-part harmony
stays in tune with today's world — by Alanna Nash.

This article points out that four-part, a cappella still has
an attraction to youth and... well, go read for yourself!

hitp:/iwww.saturdayeveningpost.com/content/article/73
70345.shtml
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Chapter Member Birthdays and Anniversaries — September, October, November

Birthdays

Sept: Gary Corpora, Fred Dean, Ken Moelk

Oct:  Bill Amos, John Kirwan, Bill Martin

Nov: Bob Cavanaugh, Bill Dankmyer,
Jay Garber, Tom Steimer,
Tim Wiloson

pappy Birthos)

Anniversaries

Sept: Bill & Sandy Amos,
Bob & Roseann Cavanaugh
Fred & Charlane Donofrio
Rich & Carolyn Finch
George & Carol Mayer

pall!

Oct:

Nov:

Congr

Anniversaries (cont.)

Gary & Louise Corpora,
Skip & Catherine Gillis
Jim & Lois McCarthy
Ken & Betsy Moelk
Mark & Lynn Pascarella
Frank & Joann Porco
Joe & Mary Ann Veltre

Jim & Dolly Campbell
Fred & Pat Dean

Jim & Colleen Shields
Tom & Helen Steimer

ats to all of you

Visit us on the WEB at: www.harmonize.com/Greaterpittsburgh

Greater Pittsburgh Chapter
Barbershop Harmony Society

<€ >

If you love to sing, try
BARBERSHOP SINGING

< >

We meet every Tuesday
7:30 pm
at Trinity Christian School
299 Ridge Ave
Pittsburgh, PA {Forest Hills}

Tom Koch, Bulletin Editor
334 Coleman Drive
Monroeville, PA 15146-4828
(412)373-3025

E-mail: tpkoch334@comecast.net

Please come visit us

Guests are always welcome

This publication is distributed to chapter members, selected bulletin editors,
Johnny Appleseed District and Society representatives, and others upon
specific request to the editor. Views expressed in this bulletin are not
necessarily those of BHS or the Greater Pittsburgh Chapter.





